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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">tection against the mobs that were assembling in the<BR>neighbourhood. Edmund Ludlow in his <I>Memoirs </I>tells<BR>a story which, although it comes from a Puritan source,<BR>is too circumstantial for mere invention. The King<BR>at this crisis, he says, realising at last that Parliament<BR>would be content with nothing but complete reform,<BR>determined to put a stop to its proceedings in spite<BR>of the Parliament Bill. Dissolution being out of his<BR>power, force was the only alternative, and with this<BR>end in view, says Ludlow, <SUP>c</SUP> he encouraged a great<BR>number of loose debauched fellows about the town, to<BR>repair to Whitehall, where a constant table was pro- <BR>vided for their entertainment. Many gentlemen of<BR>the Inns of Court were tampered with to assist him<BR>in his design, and things were brought to that pass,<BR>that one of them said publicly in my hearing &quot; What !<BR>shall we suffer these fellows at Westminster to domineer<BR>thus ? Let us go into the country and bring up our<BR>tenants to pull them out.<SUP>3</SUP>* Which words not being<BR>able to bear I questioned him for them ; and he either<BR>out of fear of the public justice, or of my resentment,<BR>came to me the next morning, and asked pardon for<BR>the same ; which by reason of his youth, and want of<BR>experience I passed by.<SUP>5</SUP> Certain it is in any case<BR>that the King was playing dangerously with the idea<BR>of force. He placed the Lieutenancy of the Tower in<BR>the hands of Thomas Lunsford, a ruffian who had<BR>narrowly escaped the gallows and was notoriously ready<BR>for any mischief. Within a few days, Parliament had<BR>successfully insisted upon his removal, whereupon he<BR>marched on Westminster at the head of an armed<BR>rabble, threatening, as Nugent says, to drag the mem- <BR>bers out by force. It is unreasonable to charge</FONT><BR>\
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